THE WAR SITUATION
A speech delivered to the Housv of commons
september 17, 1940
September 15. 7he German Air Force makes its most determined
attack on Britain. It is repulsed by the R.A,F,,> who
destroy 185 aircraft and at least 450 airmen,
[September, 17, 1940.
I
 DO not feel it necessary to make any lengthy statement to the
House to-day upon the general war position. Practically all
the facts not of a secret nature have already been made public.
The advance of the Italian army from Libya is in progress. The
two British platoons which have been holding Sollum have been
withdrawn. Sharp fighting is taking place upon the desert flank
between the armoured vehicles of both sides. The enemy is still
some distance from our position of resistance. We must see what
happens. The deployment of the German barges and ships in
preparation for the invasion of Great Britain and Ireland continues
steadily, and we must expect that he will make an attempt at what
he judges to be the best opportunity. All our preparations must
therefore be maintained in a state of vigilance,
The process of waiting, keyed up to concert pitch day after day
is apt after a while to lose its charm of novelty. There is no doubt
that it imposes a heavy strain upon all concerned, but we must
not under-rate the damage inflicted upon the enemy, who also has
to wait, by the very heavy and prolonged nightly bombings upon
his concentrations of ships and upon all the focal points of his
assembly of troops, Undoubtedly serious injury has been done to
his ships and barges, and meanwhile our own strength, I am able
to assure the House, develops steadily by land, by sea, and above all
in the air. Sunday's action was the most brilliant and fruitful of
any fought upon a large scale up to that date by the fighters of the
Royal Air Force. The figures have already been made public.
To the best of my belief—and I have made searching inquiries and
taken several cross checks—these figures are not in any way
exaggerated. Neither side has yet employed more than a portion of
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